Social Action and Family Policy

in French Community Commission.

The working of Belgium leads the three communities and Brussels to have their own competences adapted to their specific needs: family policy, youth help, and childhood policy…

1. Global social action Centre

Those centres are available to every people, family or group.  Their missions are to provide a first welcome, an analysis of the problems, a positioning, a support and a regular.

The social action takes three ways: 

1.1 Collective Action: 

Provide group actions, method knowledge to reveal their know-how and develop their own capacities and autonomy.

1.2 Community social action: 

Concrete actions favouring participation and social and cultural cohabitation as well as prevention and struggle against solitary confinement and mechanism of culture and social expulsion.

1.3 Individual help: 

Helping the beneficiary to overcome difficulties peculiar to his situation, to accompany him concretely in his administrative and judicial steps, and provide him all required information’s to allow him to claim his fundamental rights.

2. Family planning centre

A family planning centre is an out-of-hospital structure in where we can welcome, inform and bring along people, couples and families in their affective and sexual life.

The missions are numerous: 

To organise medical, psychological, social and legal consultations

To follow pregnancies, antenatal consultations and to help pregnant women who have problems

To help couples knowing infertility problems

To inform and help about contraception, non-wished pregnancies or transmissible sexual diseases

To provide conjugal advices.

3. Reception centres

The reception centres are available to every people or family finding himself without accommodation or incapable to live in a autonomous way.

Some provide transitory accommodation and very short time staying, but others provide accommodations for several months.  Today, social exclusion problems set down all the year.

So it was necessary and urgent to give reception structures and social reinsertion centres to the less favoured people.

They have +/- 518 reception places in the centres, which are a matter of the French Community.  The goal is to raise that number and the availability of the workers.  All is done to answer to homeless people needs.

4. Home help services

The evolution of our society lead to changes in our life habits.  The progress of medicine creates also upheavals in medical and sociological approach about the years of retirement.

Many services exist.  They are gathered in coordination centres.  Among all those services, the work of the familial and household helpers within family help services is very important.  Those family help services allow to keep at home or to get back home isolated, old, handicapped or ill people.  The final goal is to give more autonomy to those people.

The mission of the Help services is to temporarily provide to asking people familial, sensorial or household helpers.  A priority is given to impoverished people and to people who have physical, psychic or social problems

5. Training of Familial helpers

· this training is available to all, including the less qualified job seekers.

· The training centres must train familial helpers who will work in families help services and elderly help services or in rest houses.

6. Rest houses recognized by the French Community

In Brussels the people having more than 60 years old are 25% of the total population.  To keep those people at home is a political priority but also a solution for the future.  In some situations we can’t avoid to place people in specialized homes.

The French Community Commission, which is not the Organizing power registers, inspects and sanctions the Rest houses.  The terms of registering leads to be sure that the Rest houses give the best quality service.

The rest houses provide accommodations, maintenance and help daily acts (familial and household cares).

7. Answerable people help Service

8. Social initiatives and experiences

Minister Hutchinson interfere punctually to support initiatives and new social actions in Brussels.   Those actions are related to elderly manhandle, the violence to women, the welcome to people who have difficulties, activities with people from different generations, childhood and young people problems (welcome, framing…)

Some initiatives are financed either by the French Community either by Regions.  The financements of familial and social activities are given according to the needs of the communities.

The mediation practises are not subsidised in a specific way unless they concern justice, scholarship, debts, and some Area mediation services.

The family mediation is very often integrated in a service.  For instance in a familial planning centre.  The mediation consultations are subsidized as a legal, psychological or social consultation.

At the Family House, we get subsidies for our global action and not especially for the mediation.  Many things are still to do.  The Meeting Area doesn’t have any subsidies from the Federal Power (Ministry of Justice) because this one subsidies only one service in Brussels.
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(Extraits des documents officiels de M. Hutchinson, Ministre de la Commission Communautaire Française de la Région Bruxelles- Capitale.)
















